THE WHITE DEED

The many parcels of the original property were
changing hands continually, and it was indeed
hard to keep up with the reparceling of the orig-
inal tracts, but no matter how great the hardships
the head of the Sun family had to pay the taxes.

Bad as the matter was, it suddenly became
worse, for the representative head of the Sun
family for that period died, and the father of Sun
Yat Sen found himself sorely inflicted with the
worries and anxieties of the "white deed" tax-
collecting. The elder Sun had not anticipated the
onerous duties of this burdensome imposition.
Several generations had now elapsed since the
original grant to the Sun family. Landmarks had
been changed, the original markings lost or buried
under the plow; and when the tax-collector finally
came to the door of Sun Yat Sen's father the con-
dition of the title to the land was so involved that
it was difficult to make any satisfactory adjust-
ment among the various landholders. For, as
already noted, the original property was all as-
sessed still in the ancient settler of the Sun fam-
ily, and the different tracts now varied so much
in value, because of the various conditions of the
improvements, that it would have taken up the
entire time of a numerous board of equalization
for days to fix on aa equitable adjustment of the
assessment.
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